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 of life, celebrating the difference of race,  
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 August 29, 2021 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gathering for Worship  

reminds us of God’s Holy 

Breath that breathed us to life 

and is an occasion for us to 

share the love of God. 
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Call to Worship: written by 
Beth Merrill Neel  

 
 

Hymn 301: Although it was 

written for a church  

dedication, this text is not 

about a physical structure but 

a spiritual one. The building is 

at best only a vessel for the 

essential love and hope, life 

and faith, peace and justice, 

hospitality and nurture that 

form the worshiping  

community.  

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Liturgist: Children of God: welcome!  
 All: Welcome to this place of love and grace,  

Liturgist:  Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance.  
 All: God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community,  

Liturgist: God invites all of us to share in the good news:  
 All: We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we  
  are.  

Hymn 301 (attached) Let Us Build a House 
  (Stanzas 1,2, & 3 only) 

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 

Call to Reconciliation 

Litany for Reconciliation   

Pastor: Holy One, you whisper in our ear that it is about to get real… 
  and in the realness of our struggles we have a habit of hunkering 
  down as if there is no way forward.  
 All: In the realness of our fears…we shut out others as if there is 
  no more wisdom to glean.  

Pastor:  In the realness of our confident answers and opinions… 
 we are led to the vulnerability of new questions and insight.  
 Comfort us, heal us, lead us in paths of living.   
 Hear now our silent prayers.  

  Moment of Silence 

www.ohchurch.org 



Sung Response 698  Take, O Take Me as I Am 

Take, O take me as I am; 
summon out what I shall be; 
set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

Words of Reconciliation 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 (May the Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.) 

Hymn 301 (attached)  Let Us Build a House 
 (Stanzas 4 & 5 only) 

God’s Written and Spoken Word 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture from the Old Testament Psalm 15 

Who has the right to enter your tent, Yahweh, or to live on your holy 
mountain? 

Those who conduct themselves with integrity and work for justice, who 
speak the truth from their heart and do not use their tongues for slander, 
who do not wrong their neighbors and cast no discredit on their friends, 
who look with contempt on the corrupt but honor those who revere God, 
who always keep their promises even when it hurts, who don’t demand 
interest on loans and cannot be bribed to exploit the innocent. 

If people do these things, nothing can ever shake them. 

Baptism of Bradley Frederick Doerr  

     Parents: Jeff and Chelsea Doerr, Grandparents: Allan and Kathy Doerr  
 
Congregational Vows: 

Clerk of Session:   

Jesus calls us to welcome children into the full life of our community, 
opening our table and hearts to those most vulnerable, offering the  
wisdom of the ages to all who hunger for God’s grace. 

Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, 
support, and care to this one being baptized? 

Congregation:  We promise our love, support and care. 

Scripture from the New Testament Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Pharisees and some of the religious scholars who had come from  
Jerusalem gathered around Jesus. They had noticed that some of the  
disciples were eating with unclean hands—that is, without ritually washing 
them. For the Pharisees, and Jewish people in general, follow the tradition 
of their ancestors and never eat without washing their arms as far as the 
elbow. Moreover, they never eat anything from the market without first 
sprinkling it.  

There are many other traditions which have been handed down to them, 
such as the washing of cups and pots and dishes. So these Pharisees and 
religious scholars asked Jesus, “Why do your disciples not respect the  
tradition of our ancestors, but eat their food with unclean hands?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings:  

The Inclusive Bible. Sheed & 

Ward. Kindle Edition.  
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Jesus answered, “How accurately Isaiah prophesied about you hypocrites 
when he wrote, ‘These people honor me with their lips, while their hearts 
are far from me. The worship they offer me is worthless; the doctrines they 
teach are only human precepts.’ You disregard God’s  
commandments and cling to human traditions.” 

Jesus summoned the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 
you, and try to understand. Nothing that enters us from the outside makes 
us impure; it is what comes out of us that makes us impure. If you have 
ears to hear, then listen.” 

For it is from within—from our hearts—that evil intentions emerge:  
promiscuity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, obscenity, envy, 
slander, pride, foolishness. All these evils come from within and make us 
impure.” 

Sermon It’s What Comes Out Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

 Responding to God’s Word 

Liturgist: By the grace of God, the people of Ocean Heights Presbyterian  
Church, a member congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), gather for worship and ministry in the name of Christ.  

 All: We joyfully welcome people from all walks of life, celebrat-
ing the difference of race, ethnicity, sexual  
orientation, gender identity, and ability of all people as  
children of God.  

Liturgist: We strive to be the body of Christ in the world, working for 
peace and justice for all persons. We join with people of good 
faith to address the threats of climate change and the  
degradation of God’s good creation. As a progressive Christian 
congregation,  

 All: we endeavor to understand and practice the faith we have 
from scripture, informed by the wisdom of science and the 
theological and cultural diversity of the world’s people.  

Liturgist: We give thanks to God for the community we share in worship           
and ministry for the sake of a world where love is more possible.  

Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn 32 I Sing the Mighty Power of God 

 (Stanza 1 & 3 only) 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 32: With minimal  

revision this text brings  

together six of the eight  

four-line stanzas in an  

18th-century hymn written for 

children and originally  

headed “Praise for Creation 

and Providence.” The  

anonymous German tune 

provides a fitting sense of 

breadth and wonder.  





Sung Response 





WHO WE ARE – A GLOSSARY 

Adult Education – Classes offered after worship and other scheduled times 

After Worship Fellowship – Refreshments and fellowship following worship  

(will resume in the future)  

Bible Study—meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month @ 10 am at the church. 

Beginning September 21. All are welcome. 

Choir—Leading vocal/instrumental music for worship – rehearsal to resume at a time 

to be announced.  

Circle of Caring – Members offering acts of care and compassion for one another  

Congregational Events Committee – planning for dinners, and other activities – is 

currently forming  

Equal Exchange – Ongoing mission project to support small farmers and producers, 

products for sale monthly  

Heart and Soul – Prayer and conversation, open to anyone, meets on the 2nd and 

4th Tuesday of each month @ 10 am at the church. Beginning September 14. 

Liturgist – Assist with worship leadership, contact pastor if interested.  

Mutual Ministry Committee – offering support and guidance for personnel matters 

Property and Finance – caring for the church property and finances  

Worship/Music/Arts Committee – planning for worship  

Mission/ Social Justice Committee – leading the church in mission and social  

justice  

Next Church Task Force – assisting the Session in future planning  

New Building Task Force – working on a plan to remodel building  

Sacrament of Communion – Communion celebrated on the first Sunday of each 

month. 

Sacred Stitchers – sewing with a purpose, schedule to be announced 

Session – Governing council of the congregation served by the pastor and ordained 

elders.  

Welcome Hosts – Greeting folks as they enter the sanctuary on Sunday  

Wifi Password: ohchurch 



We are a member church. 

covnetpres.org 

mlp.org 

Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church 

Proud member congregation of the  

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

 

Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

Elder for Spirituality & Care – Alice Groome 

President of the Board of Trustees – Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Joanne Gazo 
   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

phone 609 788.0271 

fax 609 788.0279 

www.ohchurch.org  

office@ohchurch.org  
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9:30 am – 2:30 pm 

Tuesday 11:00 am – 4:00 pm  

 

Wifi Password: ohchurch 

Sacrament of communion served on the  

1st Sunday of each month.  

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

 Session  

Sharon Eaton David Prescott Art Farnum 

Stephanie Bense Lorene Gilman Betsy Phillips 

Dianna Lease Barbara Bennet Carol Petters 

mailto:office@ohchurch.org

